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AREAS OF SPECIALTY
Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of Education, Public Philosophy

AREAS OF COMPETENCE
Applied Ethics, Feminist Philosophy, Philosophy of Cognitive Science
EDUCATION
	Ph.D. (Candidate)
	Philosophy
	In Progress
	University of Wisconsin-Madison

	Minor
	Embodiment in Education
	In Progress
	University of Wisconsin-Madison

	What’s Wrong with Active Learning? A Philosophical Audit                              (Defense: May 2026)
Harry Brighouse (chair); James Goodrich, Larry Shapiro, John Koolage, David O’Brien


	M.A.
	Philosophy
	2021
	University of Wisconsin-Madison

	“Embodied Primitives—Learning New Concepts through Embodied Learning”        (August 2021)	
Larry Shapiro (chair); Hayley Clatterbuck, Harry Brighouse


	M.A.
	Philosophy
	2018
	Eastern Michigan University

	“The Sophia Project: Philosophy Outside the Ivory Tower”                                               ( May 2018)
John Koolage (chair); Laura McMahon, Brian Bruya


	B.S. (Highest Honors)
	Psychology
	2016
	Eastern Michigan University

	Minor
	Philosophy
	2016
	Eastern Michigan University

	Minor
	Dance
	2016
	Eastern Michigan University


 
PUBLICATIONS
“Undergraduate Conferences as High Impact Practices with an Impact on Gender Parity,” with John Koolage, Teaching Philosophy, Volume 41, Issue 3, September 2018; 261-284.

“Just Ask Them! Active Learning, Autonomy, and Assessment” in The Art of Teaching Philosophy vol. 2, edited by Brynn Welch (forthcoming, December 2025).






PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS
AOS Related

· “Embodied Primitives—Learning New Concepts Through Embodied Bootstrapping,” American Philosophical Association, 2026.

· “Silly Professor! Active learning is NOT just for kids,” Biennial Philosophy of Science Association Meeting, 2024.

· “How to turn your research into teaching and your teaching into research,” Central Meeting of the American Philosophy Association, 2020.

· “Engaging Global Climate Change via a Pop-Up Learning Community,” (with Amy Johnson and John Koolage) Global Engagement and Spaces of Practice, Association of American Colleges and Universities, 2019.

· “Utilizing Movement in Learning Activities,” Panel presentation. “Shaking Up the Standard Lecture,” American Philosophical Association (Central), 2018.

· “Who Put the Students in Charge!?! The Sophia Project,” American Philosophical Association (Eastern), 2018.

· “Bayesian Communication: Using Bayes’ Theorem to improve interpersonal communication,” Eastern Michigan University Graduate Research Conference, 2017.


Pedagogy

· “Better Teaching Through Collaborative Instructor-TA Partnerships,” University of Wisconsin-Madison Teaching and Learning Symposium, 2024.

· "TAs Transforming Teaching: Promises and Practices of TA-Led Innovation,” University of Wisconsin-Madison Teaching and Learning Symposium, 2022.

· “Why Didn’t You Tell Me?” 2020 Annual Meeting of the American Association of Colleges and Universities, 2020.

· “Teaching Philosophy Outside of the Ivory Tower,” Invited Talk. University of Michigan Teaching Forum, 2018.

· “Teaching through Culminating Events: Creating an Intervention,” (with John Koolage), McCabe Conference, 2017.

· “The Sophia Project: An Experimental Curriculum,” (with John Koolage, Taylor Chase, Lauren Williams), Excel@Teaching: Empowering Student Learners, 2017.

· “High Impact Practices, Culminating Events, and Student Learning” (with John Koolage), Marygrove College, 2017 (Invited talk).


Public Philosophy

· What’s Wrong with Active Learning?” The Academic Minute, NPR (podcast).

· “Re-envisioning Public Philosophy: The Experience-First Approach,” (with Katie Deaven, Bonnie Jin, and Julia Tuttle) Public Philosophy Network Conference, 2023.

SELECT HONORS, AWARDS, AND FELLOWSHIPS
· Capstone Teaching Award
Most prestigious graduate teaching award, UW-Madison

· William H. Hays II Fellowship
Competitive summer fellowship, UW-Madison

· Gay Wilson Allen Scholarship (3X)
Philosophy Department Scholarship, UW-Madison

· Honored Instructor Award (4X)
Student nominated award for instructors who “had great impact on their learning”, UW-Madison

· College of Letters and Science Graduate Teaching Award
Graduate teaching award for excellence in Community-Based Learning, UW-Madison

· Student Research Grant 
Conference Presentation Award, UW-Madison

· Donald M. Loppnow Endowed Fellowship
Competitive graduate fellowship, Eastern Michigan University

· Philosophía Women in Philosophy Scholarship
Awarded to outstanding women graduate students in philosophy, Eastern Michigan University

· Stephen G. Cassar Memorial Endowed Fellowship
Awarded to the best graduate philosophy student each year, Eastern Michigan University

· Outstanding Graduate Student Fellowship (2X)
Competitive graduate fellowship, Eastern Michigan University

· Presidential Scholarship
Competitive academic four-year full ride, Eastern Michigan University

· Honors Interdisciplinary Sustainability Fellowship
Competitive fellowship to collaborate on sustainability research, Eastern Michigan University

· Honors Research Fellowship (2X)
Competitive research fellowship, Eastern Michigan University

· Study Abroad Grant (2x)
Competitive grant for course in Italy and Canada, Eastern Michigan University

· Honors Senior Thesis Award
Competitive award for best senior thesis, Eastern Michigan University










TEACHING-FULL RESPONSIBILITY
Reason in Communication (~60 students) (University of Wisconsin-Madison)

A skill-based course covering what good reasoning looks like and how it can go astray, with a focus on the role of communication in shaping public discourse. The first half of the course focuses on individual epistemic problems while the second half focuses on challenges in social epistemology. Emphasized the standards of sound argumentation, common psychological and social distortions, and the development of skills essential to being a responsible epistemic citizen.

Introduction to Ethics (~95 students) (University of Wisconsin-Madison)

A theory-based course that covers consequentialism, deontology, virtue ethics, care ethics, and environmental ethics. Alternating weeks are spent either using case studies to identify and evaluate the morally relevant factors of case studies or in-depth exploration of a particular theory, with the goal of practicing ethical reasoning and engaging arguments for and against contemporary philosophical perspectives.

Introduction to Business Ethics (~95 students) (University of Wisconsin-Madison)

A skills-based course focused on ethical issues arising within and around businesses. Skills included: close textual reading, basic formal logic, argument analysis and critique, reflection, and conceptual transfer. Topics included: stakeholders vs shareholders, greenwashing, (de)platforming, marketing to minors and vulnerable populations, and collective action dilemmas. 

Contemporary Moral Issues Lecture (2X |~95 students) (University of Wisconsin-Madison)

A skills-based course where the content covered varies based on students’ response to material and current major sociopolitical events. Skills included: close textual reading, charitable interpretation, basic logic, argument analysis, empathetic and honest communication surrounding “taboo” subjects, and collaborative thinking. Topics included: AI/algorithms, racism, sexism, environmental ethics, standardized testing, echo chambers, ghosting, and consent. 

Contemporary Moral Issues Writing Intensive (2X | ~20 students) (University of Wisconsin-Madison)

An intensive (4day/wk) course emphasizing the careful, creative, and critical use of philosophical inquiry to analyze ethical positions. Significant emphasis on self-reflection and navigating uncomfortable conversations using dialectical skills like active listening, critical analysis, conciseness, and collaborative thinking/synthesis. Additional skills included: textual annotation and analysis, charitable interpretation, arguments and logic, and clear writing. The content varies based on students’ goal and interests. Past topics: just war, immigration, reparations, cancel culture, and sex work.

Introduction to Philosophy Lecture (2X | ~80 students) (University of Wisconsin-Madison)

A combination skill/survey course emphasizing the rigorous and productive exchange of ideas, collaborative thinking, and self-reflection. The course is pitched to “one and done” students to help them discover the ways philosophy intersects with their daily lives. The skills it focuses on are selected for their ability to transfer to other situations: close reading, argument composition and analysis, and charitability. Readings are both ancient and contemporary and cover: feminist philosophy, social epistemology, environmental ethics, justice, logic, and metaphysics. 

Introduction to Philosophy (2X | ~40 students) (University of Detroit-Mercy)

A survey course covering canonical readings in metaphysics, ethics, epistemology, and logic. Topics included: personal identity, free will, Bayesian Epistemology, death, animal ethics, and consequentialism. 

TEACHING-TEACHING ASSISTANT
Philosophy of Life Sciences  (with John Koolage at Eastern Michigan University)

Course covering Kristin Andrew’s Do Apes Read Minds and Larry Shapiro’s Animal Cognition.

Philosophy of Science  (with John Koolage at Eastern Michigan University)

Course covering traditional topics in philosophy of science like, empiricism, underdetermination, embodied cognition, etc.

Topics in Pedagogy (2X) (with Harry Brighouse at University of Wisconsin-Madison)

Undergraduate level course on teaching and learning theory and practice. After course completion students were certified as Teaching and Learning Companions who could observe and offer feedback to professors.

Introduction to Philosophy (4X) (with James Messina at University of Wisconsin-Madison and John Koolage at Eastern Michigan University)

Traditional survey course covering canonical texts.

Contemporary Moral Issues (2X) (with Russ Shafer- Landau/Harry Brighouse at University of Wisconsin-Madison)

Undergraduate level course on teaching and learning theory and practice. After course completion students were certified as Teaching and Learning Companions who could observe and offer feedback to professors.

Teaching Philosophy (2X) (with John Koolage at Eastern Michigan University)

Graduate level seminar designed to prepare graduating M.A. students to teach philosophy. There was particular emphasis on backward design, teaching observations and reflections, and challenges particular to teaching philosophy.

TEACHING-BEYOND THE ACADEMY
College of Letters & Science New Teaching Assistant Training (2018-2025)

Created a new training curriculum for incoming L&S TAs, which included an asynchronous Canvas course with modules on pedagogy, time management, policies and resources, and Canvas LMS and a live in-person training day. Focused on empirically supported strategies for effective, inclusive, and sustainable teaching. Trained 15-20 Teaching Mentor (annually) to deliver in-person workshops. 

Children’s Museum  (2022-2023)

C0-developed an “Experimenting with Philosophers” series of events for children ages 4-13 (and their parents!). Each event featured several interactive stations where kids engaged in hands-on activities designed to help them think a particular philosophic question or topic. For example, they might engage with different optical illusions and prompted with questions about how they would know whether they were being tricked paralleling the concern of underdetermination. 




Community in Philosophic Inquiries  (2022-2023)

Developed philosophically rich activities and experiences that would prompt community members to identify ideas/concepts they wanted to discuss further, assisted community members in generating a philosophical question based on the idea/concept they picked out, and facilitated inquiries based on their questions. 

HEX-U Grant  (2021-2022)

Co-directed a HEX-U (Humanities Exchange Undergraduate) project in which I oversaw two undergraduate researchers as they developed an annotated bibliography and 11 lesson plans for an online philosophy course designed for Kindergartners. 

Darwin Day  (2020)

Developed an interactive station for early adolescents to explore evolution by natural selection, explanation in evolution, and adaptations through various games and activities. 

Philosophy Learning Communities  (2018-2022)

Facilitated an intensive learning experience for highly motivated philosophy students (~10). Student autonomy and responsibility are key because a learning community is guided by treating students as co-producers of knowledge. Each community met bi-weekly for one year to do philosophy (dissecting readings, reviewing members’ writing and presentations, engaging in community service, workshopping ideas, analyzing contemporary events, and engaging in general philosophical dialectic).

Philosophy 4 Kindergarteners  (2018-2020)

Co-developed two years of lesson plans for Kindergarteners on various philosophical topics including ethics, philosophy of science, metaphysics, logic, and philosophy of language. These lesson plans also focused on developing skills for doing philosophy; these included listening to others, thinking about abstract ideas, reasoning, and building ideas in a community setting. I facilitated one of these lessons each week.

Summer School at The Neighborhood House  (2018)

Developed and facilitated lessons on various philosophical topics including ethics, aesthetics, and logic to children between the ages of 5 through 12. 

The Sophia Project  (2016-2018)

Created and delivered an extra-curricular philosophy experience that aimed to increase the autonomy of new undergraduate students by using philosophy to help them think about the purpose of liberal education, identify and evaluate their own reasons for attending college, and generally employ basic argumentative and dialectic skills to advocate for themselves.

Climate Change Pop-Up Learning Community  (2016)

Developed and participated in this interdisciplinary learning experience that brought together students from three different institutions who were enrolled in a variety of courses (philosophy, literature, chemistry, and biology). Students were challenged to evaluate and then communicate about a number of pressing questions surrounding the ethics and existence of climate change. 






RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS
Emily Fletcher 

Responsible for analyzing department programs and processes for formal self-study and in preparation for external department review. Created a database of philosophy specific teaching resources for the department. Assisted with other curriculum pilot programs (e.g., mentoring pods, SLO revision, public philosophy initiatives).

Elliott Sober 

Responsible for reading and summarizing philosophy of biology articles, reporting on those articles at weekly meetings, and organizing sources into an annotated bibliography.

Harry Brighouse

Responsible for traveling to observe teaching aid programs and using those observations to design a one-credit teaching philosophy seminar to be taken in the first year of University of Wisconsin-Madison philosophy graduate students.

DEPARTMENT, UNIVERSITY, AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
· Graduate Advisor for the University of Wisconsin-Madison Philosophical Society (2023-current)
· American Association of Philosophy Teachers Diversity and Inclusion (current)
· American Association of Philosophy Teachers Editorial Board (2020-2025)
· Gullickson Scholar of Graduate Student Development (2018-current)
· Minorities and Philosophy (MAP) Chapter Leader (2018-2025
· Co-Director of Madison Public Philosophy (2022-2024)
· Graduate Director of Teaching Development (2022-2023)
· American Philosophical Association Blog Editor (2020-2022)
· American Philosophical Association Graduate Student Council, Chair (2019-2021)
· Committee on Socially Distanced Active Learning (2019-2021) 
· Committee on Active Learning and Remote Instruction (2019-2021) 
· Mentorship Training Workshop—Area Opportunity Fellowship Mentors (2019) 
· Graduate Manager—Celebration of Undergraduate Work in the Humanities (2019) 
· Ethics Bowl Judge (2017)
· High Impact Practices Workshop Facilitator (2017)
· Graduate Manager—Undergraduate Conference in Philosophy (2016-2018)
· Panelist for an undergraduate philosophy conference on The Merits of Graduate Study (2016
	





GRADUATE COURSEWORK
Philosophy of Science and Epistemology

· Embodied Cognition (Larry Shapiro)
· Philosophy of Mind (John Koolage)
· Incommensurability: Causation, Explanation, Probability (Hayley Clatterbuck) 
· Parsimony (Elliott Sober)
· Bayesian Epistemology (Mike Titelbaum)
· Philosophical Problems-Biology Sciences (Elliott Sober)
· Philosophy of Life Sciences (John Koolage)

Philosophy of Education

· Embodiment in Education in Educational Sciences Dept. (Mitchell Nathan)
· Philosophical Conceptions of Teaching and Learning (Harry Brighouse)
· Justice and Equality in Education (Harry Brighouse)
· Teaching Philosophy Seminar (Brian Bruya)

Ethics

· Theories of Justice (Peter Higgins)
· Environmental Philosophy (Michael Scoville)
· Ethical Theories (Peter Higgins)
· Philosophy of Sex and Sexuality (Peter Higgins)
· Topics in Feminism and Philosophy (Emily Fletcher)*
· Ethics: Problems of Aggregation (Jimmy Goodrich)*

Miscellaneous 

· Hume or Kant? (James Messina)
· Metaphysics-Contemporary Big Pictures and Big Players (Alan Sidelle) 
· Descartes (Steven Nadler)
· First Year Seminar (John Koolage)
· Contemporary European Philosophy (Laura McMahon)
· Professional Seminar (John McKay)
· Modality and Essence (Alan Sidelle)*
















REFERENCES


Harry Brighouse
Mildred Fish Harnack Professor of Philosophy and Carol Dickson Bascom Professor of Humanities
Dept. of Philosophy, University of Wisconsin-Madison
608-263-3700
mhbrigho@wisc.edu

Emily Fletcher
Professor of Philosophy
Dept. of Philosophy, University of Wisconsin-Madison
608-263-3700
emily.fletcher@wisc.edu

James Goodrich
Assistant Professor of Philosophy
Dept. of Philosophy, University of Wisconsin-Madison
608-263-3700
jpgoodrich@wisc.edu

W. John Koolage
Director of General Education and Professor of Philosophy 
Eastern Michigan University
734-487-0916
wkoolage@emich.edu

Lynne Prost
Assistant Dean for Graduate Student Academic Affairs
College of Letters & Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison
(608) 265-0459
lprost@wisc.edu
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